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surfers' retreats
becomes
Riviera Nayarit

Doear view: The Four Seatons Punta MEa started the ooy boom along the 100-mie coest north of Puerto Vallsrta mow known as the Eivieria Naysarit,

H.r. e Clark
ILISA TODWY

SAYUILITA, Mexioo —
oF soime resicends o this ﬁ:rrl'.r:h,' weered suriery’
haven on the Pacific rosst, the sure stgn of gentn-

fication came in December with the opening of |

ths tovm's first wine bar Oithers cite the $18,

lifie-site wooden horse displayed af 3 swank
hoxnie oo Shop nor h of trem 28 evidence of the area’s
setanic demographic shiflt. 5l others pomé down the
beach toward gated Punta Mita, where new villas starr at
S rilllion,

Cioud Lci:'.hr':i'r'ug]ﬂ:u'_t-th: lar awiny '

“These's one behand you ™ s Richand Zarken,
whose job Is to market the bmage of what well be
biexdco's Mext Grear Place. He motionstoa b gy at
the next table honched over 3 laptop and a bowd of oat-
mical

Indeed, ii's gooming gur Myan Douglas, one of the

Colorful crafiss Huichol Inchiars sefl bead-
wark in towns along the coust

stars of the former Brane TV reality show Cueer Eye for the
Srafght Cuy and a new Sayulita homeowner, 50 what il he
kachcs the stature of say, 2 Richard Burton, whose presence
{alorg with Elizabeth Taylor, deecior John Huston and a
cadre of other H ] greats) helped propel nearbey
Puerto Vallarta to b stafus back in the 196057 The
horde of developers, hoteliers Snd madketers Mocking in
recent
Riviera Mayarit are seeing to it that the word gets otit.

The beaches here range from sechuded rocky coves to
widke, jmlm-ﬁlr‘g;rd exparses. The sea shimmers a daz-
tling Caribbean blue on some siretches, thanks to an
abumddance of coral reefs. And thick jumgle nfisge doals
the slopes of the Slerra Madres that ftumble toward the
Lhire

The character of the 20 or so Riviera Mayarit locales va-
ries from bustling to sleepy. The coast begins at
Mo Vallarta, chockabdock with beg, all-mckisse resors

Plesss s (OVER STORY net page »

ars to this 100-mile sretch now koeam s the™
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Government aids boom, but locals are dividec

Rincon de Guayabitos, pristine
beeaches that draw campers, such as
Chacala; and fishing villages with
ErParing ex-pat i, such s
and San Fran-

(u .l
In the pasi two

M years, the Mexican
has in-
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to open by 2011, One major devel | nﬂ:atnuﬂu[:ilfhl
opnent, will house seven ; ’ i | i Punta Mita and
upscale resorts and boutigue ho- L . = o ] - : | - about $120 to San Francisco,
D s e I Frthy  Changhighocnpec il wabches the froen a pharmacy in a beachs Before long, he may be watching ceebriiessroll by, | WHere 10 stay: Majora
b chee o A child wat street soene from a ina TONIE EWTL : -
mﬂhﬂﬂm;ﬁ:&hﬂ'ﬂ L 3 o inchospve chain hotels are Chus-
Fodang yachs o up 1 N i | ™ T Flamigos Forvil e bom
up to
#00 feet opened in Decem- rentals in the Sayulita area,
ber, with more sirrounding sayulitalife. com. b San Francis
hotels, shops and howsing o tu.hgbvsl;mha[ﬂll&ﬂ
o i the reext T years. 258 4357 e
This sort ﬁnﬂi exchy- is seciuded ;
Sivity i drawing at $80-31.20 a n
2l = Jennifer Aniston, 4500 Fates at
Sith and John Travolta the attractive Villa Amear (011
have checked imto 52 329 291 3010; villaamcr
villis. And Britreey oo ) are $180-5750 for a
m': De Mo and Elton three-bedmom villa
e among post celebr
Iyst;tﬂ.lrg.ﬂltﬁmrka— Where to eat: At El Delfin
S0,
where high-season rates Htmmlmqm
start at $590 a night and the wsing fresh local §
R ot o Panta de Mita. 11y te o
a iy Cd
ury development boom i ado Zarandeade
wileen it opened I 1999 on [wrhole fish grilled over marsg:
1,500 xres of manicured By thie sea: Lodging along the Riviera Kayarit from excheive villas wood ) at Tinos on the beach;
howy, private vil- to all-inclusive nmhirﬂ‘d:mmﬂ.ﬁtﬁumm $18, Adso in Punia de Mita, a
ini the gated resort com- mind. "We respect the | branch of the well-reviewed
nlmpm!dil io either, grven creatune comiors #och Fancho) seems staid in conirast 0 environment heve,” she “This | Puerio Vallarta restaurant,
L1 .Fl.lﬁ::dﬂii:k tm.ug'Haﬁwfmm a8 high-speed internet and steady the surfl town's boisterows eclec- s still & quiet town. \We still know | Café des Artistes opened in
Mickias goll course opens  Lyda in San Francisco, aka San Wwaler pressure e now engoys infus  ticism Skdewalkl aoo stands out- each other, We dont want an on- |  December, falizing in boca
this fall, a5 doex a T30-moom ungle home, Hodge dates the be-  pumber fall-service restaurants. dﬂ:’mﬁn' seafod; entrees, $21-373. In
S Reget hotel next doot Also at  visiors., girniryg of thee boam to 2004, when  The wide, white beach b Laid back oy does Juan Bernal. But ke | San Francisoo, try the rellenos
Punta Mita, a super-exchusive the land rsh &5 in full more Americans ‘began bullding by day, and the cobbled main drag is Hﬂ'mt.l‘iﬂlﬁ. ($10-518) at Sanpancho Cafee,
suites hotel opens I swing. while that may awnoy  houses, That, in turn, ¥IF deseriedd by ealy evening. =~ The and his parents
2010, and the Enchantment samie, some newcomers are taldng  spurred the opening of e The town has an artistc  operate del Cielo, a small Don't miss: The supest
Just annotnced it will open a 30-  the rapidly changing landscape I more restaurants and more bend, with an annua masic  hotel on one of the prettiest beach- | beadwork of % Hischiol
mooem cestinution spa the same year.  stride. hobek. festival and 3 40-member 3 in Mexdon, If's & basik [po ehec- | Indiams, The v in
A second government-planned  “The selfsh part of me wanis 0 “When we moved here, Seemat  aetigts’ collective. Vacation  iicity) eghi-room operation facing | remote mourttain villages bt

it development with an air-  keep this asecrer,” ways Doug-  we never dreamed this WA il are perched on
' = o at Choco  would E{:ﬁm‘ sys the . o Aayar hillsides around tourist areas. Or visit the non-
Punta Raza, private developers ave  heart of The Queer Eve ik Sayalia s bet ik s s My hrough izdeabt i ] Bl L
Yestar “But | thi s bet- amenities than similar t the cocomut § o
mmf:,’f will d —not  ter than ever. You can get a T vilages, thanks, in part, 1o vantmﬁnwwwm More information:
m@umnmﬁmm 50 long ago an ofFthe-beaten-path  pon-fa lire and good wine and  former Mexican president Lubs taRama & beginning. Rivieranayarit com
and Park Hyatt, 950 homes  surfing spot — |
!a':i::l hanid-

a 1¥-mile arc of sand leading to an | individuals sedl their crafts in
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he good cheese and better Echeverria, 4 wacation  “They've access. They
the o “ wmmmmm.:%m; mmm_mm TR el e ol

oast, freat to get an wm. its not a nes ) itha
fior- Eﬁu promising “But the reality (s, everything village amymore. U5 3 thriving Med-  Mayte Ciineros relies on touirism 25 h“"’g‘.’l‘fi
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